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JULY SPONSOR 

Thank you to PHILIP WALKER of Lindley 
Bowling Club for his continuing support of 
our newsletter with a second consecutive 
month’s sponsorship. I am very grateful to 
all our sponsors and you can add your name 
to this list for just £20. Contact the Editor 
for full details and to book your month’s 
sponsorship. 

COVER PHOTOGRAPH 

This month’s front cover shows the 
Canalside Veterans’ team taking to the 
green before their expected final home 
match ever on their home green against 
Marsh Utd B on Tuesday 18 June 2109. 

HALF-TERM REPORT 

This month’s newsletter’s main feature is a 
team-by-team review of the 10-Man League 
season to date as we reach the half-way 
point of the season. Looking back at 
beginning of season expectations matched 
with historical records to see how every 
team in all five Sections is delivering on that 
start of season promise. Inevitably it is good 
news for some and not for others but who is 
fighting above their weight so far and which 
teams are underperforming. We tell it as it 
is. Lots more news and views throughout 
this latest issue including full details of our 
Inter-District teams’ bid for honours and 
and an update on our team and individual 
competitions as they reach the final stages. 

 

       

They have had a few names over the years 
since being ICI and one of the original 14 
teams that formed the Veterans League in 
1970. They have also operated under the 
names of Zeneca, Syngenta and most 
recently as Canalside – wonder what they 
will be called next season?  

One thing for certain is that they will not be 
playing on their green on the Huddersfield 
Town FC training complex known as PPG 
Canalside. As from the end of June the main 
club has been closed down as a move to 
exclude all the public from the site. This 
objective has been known for some while of 
course and even though the football club is 
no longer a member of the Premier League 
they continue to pursue a path which 
excludes a unique link with the local 
community, a link they once considered 
worth publicising nationally to exemplify 
their strong links with their supporters.  

Promises of a new bowling green and 
clubhouse on an expanded Leeds Road 
Playing Field site seem very fragile and at 
best there will be a considerable gap 
between one green closing and a 
replacement opening. That leaves the 
teams with a very uncertain future and 
scrambling around trying to save their 
seasons. Failure to complete the season   
could be catastrophic, testing the loyalty of 
bowlers who believe that they have been 
repeatedly misled and inevitably some will 
be reviewing their circumstances to ensure 
a more secure future for their sport.   

With a couple of away fixtures lined up the 
next scheduled Section 4 home game for 
the veteran’s team is against Milnsbridge B 
on Tuesday 9 July. At the time of going to 
press we have no definite news on where 
that match will be played. Some of their 
other teams have home fixtures to 
complete before that date so quick 
alternative arrangements are imperative to 
secure the future existence of the club. 

Five years ago Canalside had five teams in 
the Veteran’s League, this season just one. 
How many will it be next season? 

  



INTER-DISTRICT LATEST 
The Inter-District team had started their 2019 
season with three straight wins and the 
performances were getting progressively 
better until hitting the buffers when suffering 
a 26-30 defeat to Bradford. That allowed our 
neighbours, Halifax, to overtake us in the 
table and we failed to reduce that gap when 
getting a narrow win over Skipton. 

Leaders, West Riding, suffered their first 
defeat of the season when going down 27-29 
to Wakefield but their lead is still a daunting 
21 points although they still have to face their 
two nearest challengers in their final two 
games. That final game is against our side and 
gives us some hope that we can still have an 
impact on the destiny of the 2019 title.  

There is still a need to keep an eye on the 
teams pushing us for third place as well with 
Wakefield suddenly finding form to record 
their first two wins of the season including 
the scalp of the leaders. Before then is the 
one-day Hickson Trophy being staged in 
Barnsley this year on Friday 12 July. 
 

 

 

RESULTS TO DATE 
3 May v Leeds  Won 34-22 

17 May v Wakefield  Won 31-25 
31 May v Halifax  Won 36-20 

14 June v Bradford  Lost 26-30 
28 June v Skipton  Won 30-26 

LEAGUE TABLE 

  P W L Pts 

1 West Riding 5 4 1 185 

2 Halifax 5 4 1 164 

3 HUDDERSFIELD 5 4 1 157 

4 Bradford 5 3 2 154 

5 Wakefield 5 2 3 149 

6 Skipton 5 0 5 131 

7 Leeds 5 1 4 91 

8 Castleford 5 2 3 88 
   

STILL TO COME 
26 July v Castleford 

9 August v West Riding 

ONE-DAY HICKSON TROPHY 
12 July in Barnsley  

   

 

 



TEAM K.O. UPDATES 
For many years we have been running four team 
knock-out competitions during the season, this 
year is no different and here is the full update on 

each of those competitions. 

The Bistro is a unique 10-man competition with a 
team handicap system in place and a five—pairs 
format which has become a great leveler over the 
years with a series of surprise results and giant-
killing acts and that continues to hold true once 
again this year. An original draw of all 64 10-man 
teams was whittled down before we even started 
as a mid-week scheduling always results in some 
withdrawals and this year that totaled nine teams 
including three from Section 1. 

Then we lost a further six Section 1 teams over 
the opening two rounds to lower Section 
opponents. Special mention to Section 3 side 
Almondbury Lib who have already beaten two 
Section 1 opponents in Cowcliffe and last year’s 
losing finalists Milnsbridge A. They get the 
opportunity of a great hat-trick when they meet 
holders Marsh Utd A in the next round scheduled 
for 11 July. 

A close call in the Lockwood Con internal tussle 
as the A team eventually saw off their B team 88-
85. That means that there are five Section 1 
teams left in the final 16 contenders and joining 
Lockwood Con A are Longwood, Golcar Lib A and 
Marsh Utd A along with Netherton Con A. Marsh 
Lib are the sole Section 5 representative still in 
the mix and Marsh Utd B join their A team in the 
next round as the only Section 4 team still in 
contention. There are also five Section 2 teams 
going through to Round 2 which will no doubt 
contain even more surprise results in this 
competition sponsored by Brockholes BC. 

Round 3 to be played on 11 July 

 Brockholes A (+8) v. Marsh United B (+24) 

 New Mill A (+8) v. Longwood (+4) 

 Marsh Lib (+36) v. Crosland Moor (+8) 

 Golcar Lib A v. Brockholes B (+20) 

 Marsh United A v. Almondbury Lib. (+16) 

 Netherton Con. A (+4) v. Lockwood Con. A 

 Slaithwaite (+20) v. Meltham B (+12) 

 Lindley B.C. A (+8) v. Bradley & Colne (+20) 

 
The Team KO is sponsored once again by Lindley 
BC and involves the top 32 10-man teams from 
last season with the regular League format of 4 
Singles and 3 Pairs applied and a handicapping 
system in place. There were five team 
withdrawals and at the Quarter-Final stage we 
have four Section 1 teams, three from Section 2 
and Almondbury BC B the sole Section 3

representative. Good Round 2 wins for New Mill A 
who knocked out the holders Waterloo 135-131 
and especially to Brockholes A who beat high-
flying Meltham A 136-122. 

Quarter-Finals to be played on 18 July 
Netherton Con. A (+5) v. New Mill A (+10) 

Almondbury B.C. B (+20) v. Brockholes A (+10) 

Kirkheaton Con. A (+15) v. Golcar Lib A 

Lockwood Con. A v. Marsh United A 

 
The Sub-Team KO is for the remaining 32 10-man 
teams again using the same playing format as the 
League games and with a team handicap applied. 
Being able to play the opening three rounds on 
consecutive Tuesdays reduces the number of 
team withdrawals considerably with just two 
pulling out this year.  

The 2018 competition winners, Brockholes B, 
were a Round 1 casualty as fellow Section 3 team, 
Outlane, beat them comprehensively 156-132. 
With more casualties in Round 2 we are left with 
half of the last eight contenders coming from 
Section 5 when the competition resumes on 30 
July. 

Quarter-Finals to be played on 30 July 

Holmfirth A (+25) v. Holmfirth B (+40)   
Bradley & Colne (+25) v. Lowerhouses (+35) 
Broad Oak B (+40) v. Kirkheaton Con. (+45) 

Canalside (+30) v. Marsh Lib (+45) 

 
 
The Julie Fuller Trophy is the well-established 
knock-out event for all 30 teams in the 6-Man 
League. Even though the opening four rounds are 
being played on the normal fixture date of a 
Monday we have disappointedly seen six teams 
withdraw. 

With a variance on the League format to three-
pairs it seeks out the brave and adaptable. 
Holders Lindley Lib A fell at the first hurdle this 
year going out 57-59 to Milnsbridge. Now at the 
Quarter-Finals stage to be played on Monday 8 
July with just a single Section A team, Netherton 
Con, still involved and a wide-open competition. 

Quarter-Finals to be played on 8 July 

 Marsh Lib (+18) v. Lindley Lib. B (+18) 

 Netherton Con. v. Longwood (+12) 

 Almondbury Lib. (+6) v. Marsden Park (+18) 

 Golcar C & BC (+6) v. Skel Windmill B (+6) 

  

COMPETITION TOTAL FUND WINNER R-UP

Bistro 230£            150£         80£         

Team KO 230£            150£         80£         

Sub-Team KO 230£            150£         80£         

Julie Fuller Trophy 180£            120£         60£         



INDIVIDUAL K.O. UPDATES 
We have a record number of knock-out 
competitions for Individuals and Pairs this year 
with the addition of the new Over-70s Pairs KO 
taking the number up to six with a total Prize 
Fund of £1,485 to be won. 

Our prime competition remains the Rose Bowl 
with over £400 in prize money to be shared 
between the final eight. Reigning Champion Mick 
McClusky of Waterloo successfully managed his 
Preliminary Round tie to progress from the 56 
starters to the 32 in Round 1 to be played on two 
greens (Thorpe Green and Bradley & Colne) on 5 
July. 

Paul Rangeley of Netherton Con has once again 
kindly sponsored this event and he remains in 
contention after beating Jeff Smith of Meltham in 
the Preliminary Round he now faces another 
Meltham bowler in Round 1 in Barry Gibson. 

There is a promising looking encounter amongst 
the Thorpe Green side of the draw with two local 
stalwarts facing each other when Mick Cox of 
Lockwood Con takes on Roger Crowther of 
Longwood. 

 

2018 Rose Bowl winner Mick McClusky with the HDVBA 
President Alan Hirst and competition sponsor Paul 
Rangeley. 

An anonymous sponsor suggested and financed 
the new Over-70s Pairs KO with three years 
funding guaranteed and this inaugural event has 
attracted an encouraging 38 entries, four of 
whom failed to show on matchday. 

The first two rounds have been completed and ten 
different clubs are represented in the final 16 
with Meltham having the largest number with 

three pairs still in contention.  

The open Pairs KO have completed the first three 
rounds and 2018 Champions Geoff Rollinson and 
Peter Sykes from Holmfirth continue the defence 
of their title. Also still in contention are 2016 
Winners Mick Cox and Eddie Haigh from Lockwood 
Park and there could be a semi-final clash 
between the two former Champions. We are down 
to the last eight pairs and they will congregate at 
Almondbury Lib on Thursday 29 August for Finals 
Day which is always one of the best spectacles of 
the Veteran’s League season. 

There were exactly 50 entries for the Over-70s 
KO and after a Preliminary Round we are down to 
the final 32 who will meet at two greens (Farnley 
Tyas and the Rugby Club at Lockwood Park) on 
Thursday 8 August when two rounds will be played. 

Graham Illingworth is the current Champion and 
he continues the defence of his title against 
another scratch bowler Eddie Haigh of Clayton 
West. This competition continues to be sponsored 
by Lockwood Con and they have just two of their 
bowlers still in the hunt for this title. 

 

The Over-80s KO is always a great spectator 
event and with three former winners into the last 
eight it promises to be as high a standard as usual. 
The 2017 Champion, Eddie Hine of Kirkheaton 
C&BC will meet 2011 winner the 92 years-young 
Frank Barraclough from Marsh United. The 
winners of that meeting could well play the 2016 
Champion, Doug Iredale of Rastrick, if he can get 
past R Clayton of Netherton Con. 

It is very sad that our Lower Division Trophy 
sponsor, Peter Hirst of Lowerhouses, has passed 
on in the last month as he has always been a great 
supporter of this competition aimed at bowlers 
from Section 3, 4, 5 or any of the 6-man teams. It 
would be fitting if one of the four Lowerhouses 
bowlers entered can claim the trophy. That 
quartet includes the 2016 Champion Phil Hunter 
and we await developments with added interest. 

  

COMPETITION TOTAL FUND WINNER No.

Rose Bowl £440 £160 8

Pairs KO £300 £120 8

Over-70s Pairs KO £200 £80 8

Over-70s KO £280 £100 8

Over-80s KO £180 £80 4

LD Trophy £185 £70 8



WEBSITE NEW RECORD 

The HDVBA website has hit new 5-year highs this 
season with the latest barrier passed with a daily 
average of 444 visitors to the website during the month 
of June. This passed the previous best daily average 
figure of 425 posted the previous month. The most 
visitors in a single day was achieved in April with 
exactly 550 people taking time to drop in at the start 
of the bowling season. The chart below provides the 
stats for the past three years comparing the daily 
average number of visitors month by month.   

FANTASY LEAGUE KO1 

The first honour of the 2019 Fantasy League season 
has been captured by Kirkheaton Con bowler Ken 
Baxter who wins the Knock-Out1 competition with a 
46-38 Final win over Springwood’s John Gatenby. 
Ken collects the £10 Well Bowled Sales Voucher as 
his reward and Knock-Out2 will commence in August. 
Meanwhile in the season-long full competition three 
entrants continue to take turns at leading the chase 
for prizes and a wide-open contest continues to 
create interest. 

JULY CALENDAR 

Thurs 4 Over-70s Pairs KO Down-to-8 

Fri 5 Rose Bowl down-to-8 

Mon 8 Julie Fuller Trophy Round 2 

Thurs 11 Bistro Round 2 

Fri 12 Hickson Trophy in Barnsley 

Thurs 18 Team KO Quarter-Finals 

Fri 19 Over-80s KO Quarter-Finals 

Thurs 25 ROSE BOWL FINALS DAY 

Fri 26 Inter District v Castleford 

Mon 29 Julie Fuller Trophy Semi-Finals 

Tues 30 Sub-Team KO Quarter-Finals 

50th ANNIVERSARY PATRONS 

We are very grateful to the growing list of Golden 
Jubilee Anniversary Patrons for their support of 
this scheme with Tony Lockwood of Golcar C&BC 
being the latest contributor to join the list, 
thankyou. All funds raised go directly towards 
commemorating the Anniversary milestone. 
Further contributions are most welcome with a 
minimum donation of £10 getting your name on 
the list which will be widely shared over the next 

two years. All funds raised will directly benefit 
the commemoration of the Association’s 50th 
Anniversary. 

The current list of Patrons is below and you can 
add your name to this list and show your support 
by contacting the League Secretary.  

ANNIVERSARY PATRONS: 
Peter & Judith Muff, David Sykes (Brockholes), 
Jeff Jacklin (Kirkheaton Con), Allan Dobson 
(Kirkheaton C&BC), Philip Walker (Lindley BC), 
Bob Swan (Cowcliffe), David Union (Outlane), Jeff 
& Ann Smith (Meltham), Paul Rushworth (Broad 
Oak), Ian Crawford (Longwood), David Blackburn 
(Thorpe Green), Brian Faichney (Canalside), Bill 
Blackburn (Lindley BC), Dougie Mellor (Lockwood 
Con) and Tony Lockwood (Golcar C&BC). 

50th ANNIVERSARY BOOK 

Meanwhile work continues on compiling the 50th 
Anniversary book and any articles or photographs 
of veterans teams from our clubs are still very 
welcome. Contact the Newsletter Editor for 
further information.  

 



HALF-TERM REVIEW 
The end of June signals the half-way point in our 26-
week 10-Man League season and as is our tradition we 
conduct a full review of each team’s performance to 
date and make some suggestions as to the outcome in 
each of our seven sections. The half-way point for the 
6-Man League is late July so that review will be held 
back for the August issue of the newsletter. 

SECTION 1

 

Shake-up time with a couple of new names leading the 
chase for the Section 1 Championship title with the 
reigning Champions being pushed really hard to extend 
their winning sequence to a record-breaking six titles.  
Elland C&BC A have built on their second place finish 
of last season to mount a really serious challenge this 
time around but they may still live to regret the 
failings at Clayton West and Milnsbridge when the 
season wraps up. With an away fixture at Meltham still 
to come and Lockwood Con A as visitors in the 
penultimate fixture of the season there can be no let-
up if the title is to change hands this time around but 
no-one should under-estimate the real threat that now 
exists tor the continuing dominance of Lockwood Con. 

Meltham A have to be factored in to the equation 
when trying to forecast how the season could pan out. 
With a tenth place finish last year they have certainly 
upped their game especially after losing the first three 
games of the season but then announcing their arrival 
with an 8-1 late April home demolition of the 
Champions. Only Golcar Lib A have beaten them since 
but that sluggish start may come back to haunt them 
yet. 

Who would have expected that Lockwood Con A would 
have lost four of their first 13 fixtures and languish in 
third place at the half-way point? Well certainly not 
our Fantasy League entrants with 60 of the 65 entrants 
plumping for our Champions to continue their 
dominance. Uncharacteristic defeats at Netherton 
Con, Golcar Lib, Clayton West and Meltham have rung 
out the warning bells and it will be interesting to see 
how they respond to the serious threat to extension of 
their table-topping habit over the second half of the 
campaign. No-one will be under-estimating the 
potential of our Champions to put this situation behind 

them by mounting a come-back bid over the next 13 
weeks. 

Whilst the top three are taking all the attention 
Clayton West will expect to be involved in the end-of-
season mix as they sit one point behind the Champions 
as we reach the half-way mark. Even now their away 
form may once again let them down as their two away 
wins to date have been against the bottom two teams 
and it is difficult to see them winning enough away 
points during the second half to remain in contention. 

Marsh Utd A would have settled for a half-way point 
of sitting just four points behind the Champions when 
they started the season and they are well positioned 
to mount a serious challenge but probably wont. Any 
team that gifts the bottom team their only away win 
needs to be better focused at every game and the 
argument that they are better suited to KO bowling 
carries some weight. After their Team KO success of 
last season they have reached the Quarter-Finals of 
both KO competitions this year and looking to add to 
their collection although the defence of their Team KO 
title will be sorely tested by Lockwood Con A. 

With the same 9-4 win record as the teams second and 
third in the table, Cowcliffe will be disappointed to be 
down in sixth place, two lower than their finishing 
position of last season. However it isn’t that straight-
forward as they have already faced the top three away 
from home and will expect to provide stern tests for 
the prime contenders on their own green where only 
Longwood have managed to leave with the majority of 
the points so far this term. 

With the best away record in Section 1 Longwood have 
started life in the top Section with a refreshing 
swagger with only Clayton West and Elland getting the 
better of them on their travels. Longwood would point 
to the condition of their own green as a prime reason 
for their poor home form and resulting mid-table 
position and once they get that sorted out, which may 
be next season now, they will expect to be serious 
contenders for future honours. 

Bit of a Stop-Start season for Golcar Lib A as they have 
had runs of five consecutive wins and four consecutive 
defeats to date, They include wins over three of the 
seven teams above them to show their potential but 
consistency isn’t their greatest asset although they will 
obviously continue to be a real threat to any team. 
Rastrick are exactly where they should be having 
beating the five teams below them and lost to all the 
eight teams above them to consolidate their Section 1 
status following promotion last season. They 
increasingly look assured at this level and will now 
expect to avoid an immediate return to Section 2 as 
they did the last time they won promotion to the top 
tier in 2017.  

Currently Almondbury BC A and Milnsbridge A hold the 
the relegation places but the group of three just above 
them and one point apart look in imminent danger of 
getting dragged into a second-half of the season battle 
to avoid relegation. Waterloo are one of that trio and 
have already beaten the other two members of that 
cluster so have most hope of avoiding an uncertain 
finish to the season. Netherton Con have the best 
Aggregate totals of the bottom five teams but these 

  Pl W L Pts

1 Elland C & BC A 13 10 3 77

2 Meltham A 13 9 4 74

3 Lockwood Con. A 13 9 4 70

4 Clayton West 13 8 5 69

5 Marsh United A 13 8 5 66

6 Cowcliffe 13 9 4 65

7 Longwood 13 7 6 62

8 Golcar Lib A 13 7 6 59

9 Rastrick 13 5 8 52

10 Waterloo 13 5 8 48

11 Netherton Con. A 13 4 9 47

12 Lindley Lib. A 13 4 9 47

13 Milnsbridge A 13 4 9 42

14 Almondbury B.C. A 13 2 11 41



don’t always translate into points won. Losing 2-7 at 
home to Milnsbridge was a major part of their problem 
and if they had instead won that by a similar score it 
is doubtful that we would be mentioning them and 
relegation in the same sentence now. Lindley Lib A 
are the only Section 1 team without an away win this 
season but their last game of June realised an 8-1 
home win over Milnsbridge to lift them out of the 
relegation places and that could be the catalyst for a 
better run-in although they were my start of season tip 
for the drop and remain so. 

Milnsbridge A are one of only three teams to beat 
leaders Elland this season but that has been their only 
home win of 2019 so it takes some working out what 
we can expect from them hereon.  Relegation would 
be a major blow to the club having such a proud history 
in the Veteran’s League but the old saying about some 
teams being too good to go down never seems to work 
and is no defence against a record of having scored 
more points away from home than on their own turf. 
That has to change if they are to survive without the 
ultimate payback of a drop from the top level.  

The Machen brothers have won all eleven of their pairs 
matches for Almondbury BC A and sit as joint numbers 
ones in the Section 1 Averages but despite that the 
team is in dire straits and staring relegation in the face 
collecting just two wins albeit both worthy ones of 
note – 7-2 at home over Golcar Lib A to open the season 
and then 6-3 away at Marsh Utd A which any team 
would be proud of. Last season’s sixth place finish may 
seem a long way off but this present predicament is a 
huge disappointment for the club and with more 
seasoned campaigners down there with them it may be 
too big a hurdle to overcome.  

SECTION 2 

 

Crosland Moor have finished third in this Section for 
the last two years, both times missing out on 
promotion on the final day of the season when well 
positioned to move up. Will they bottle it again this 
year? An opening day defeat at Thorpe Green was 
followed by 9 straight wins which took them clear at 
the top. Then consecutive defeats against Hemplow at 
home and Lindley BC A away may have sowed the seeds 
of doubt once again. Surely it cannot happen for a third 
successive year? The team looks stronger than in 
previous seasons and with the chasing pack continually 
beating each other I full expect the Moor to drive on 
and claim the title (that will surely put the dampers on 
their aspirations then).  

Three points separate the next five teams in the 
closest competition in any of our Sections. These five 
teams will no doubt continue to take points off each 
other and damaging each other’s chances more and 
more. Of this grouping Lockwood Con B are of most 
interest having the same 10-3 win record as the leaders 
but sitting in fourth spot at present. They are also the 
Section’s form team having won their last five matches 
but do still have to travel to play the top two which 
may determine their eventual fate. 

Thongsbridge A currently occupy the second 
promotion place and appear to have overcome a slow 
start to the season when losing four of their first six 
fixtures. Relegated from the top level last season and 
keen to return there it seems inevitable that they will 
be in the final shake up but another four teams, at 
least, are expecting the same. New Mill A continue to 
impress and after a good first season at this level last 
year are building on that with a real challenge this 
time around but there is still room for improvement in 
their away form which has delivered a single away win 
to date. Broad Oak have probably been in Section 2 
longer than any other team, always finishing mid-table 
but over the past four years always improving on the 
previous season. Same again this year and are well 
positioned to do just that. The only top half team they 
haven’t beaten so far are the leaders and that was a 
close 4-5 away defeat so their other four defeats have 
all come against teams below them which has to 
change if they are to mount a serious threat to the 
other group members.  

In Graham Morris Thorpe Green have the top singles 
bowler in Section 2, they also have two of the top four 
pairs bowlers but their policy of rotating the team is 
undermining any effort to win promotion. Whilst 
resting each bowler in turn is highly commendable and 
may work well for them it is unlikely to lead to honours 
at any level so that is why I cannot tip them to come 
out top in the closest promotion race in any Section.  

Shepley and Kirkheaton Con A each has a solitary 
away win and that is the main reason why they are mid-
table and likely to finish there unless something 
dramatic happens very soon. Losing three of their first 
four games of the season is not the ideal start but 
Shepley recovered to claim some notable scalps but 
then three losses in June set them back again. Me and 
my boys at Kirkheaton Con had high hopes with the 
addition of four new bowlers but the results haven’t 
followed but we have always been a second-half-of-
the-season team and we will certainly be testing that 
theory again this year but expectations have certainly 
been lowered.  

Hemplow A started the season brightly with three wins 
from their first four games and subsequently ended a 
run of four defeats on the bounce with their best result 
of the season when winning 5-4 away at leaders 
Crosland Moor to prove their credentials but question 
their consistency. As a result they now lanquish in the 
bottom half of the table along with Brockholes A who 
have had one win in their last five matches and must 
be looking over the shoulders being just five points 
above the drop zone.  Lindley BC A are unbeatable at 
home repelling all-comers including the leaders and 
with a 6-0 win rate to date but the exact opposite on 

  Pl W L Pts

1 Crosland Moor 13 10 3 72

2 Thongsbridge A 13 8 5 69

3 New Mill A 13 7 6 67

4 Lockwood Con. B 13 10 3 66

5 Broad Oak A 13 8 5 66

6 Thorpe Green 13 7 6 66

7 Shepley 13 6 7 58

8 Kirkheaton Con. A 13 5 8 58

9 Hemplow A 13 6 7 57

10 Brockholes A 13 6 7 55

11 Lindley B.C. A 13 6 7 54

12 Kirkheaton C & BC A 13 5 8 54

13 Meltham B 13 5 8 50

14 Skel Windmill 13 2 11 27



the road with seven straight defeats as soon as they 
leave the comfort of Daisy Lea Lane.  More of the same 
should see them safe but being only four points above 
the drop zone brings its own pressures which will no 
doubt increase as the season pans out.  Problems with 
their green hasn’t helped Kirkheaton C&BC A at all 
this season especially from the outset when they lost 
six of their first seven games. Winning three of their 
last four has eased that situation somewhat and they 
are currently out of the relegation placings and I think 
they will continue that upward movement move back 
to their traditional mid-table position which has 
become the norm for them since their promotion at 
the end of the 2016 season. 

Skel Windmill are having a rotten season, initially 
soured by the threat to their green started by the 
closure of the Windmill pub and the uncertainty about 
their future. Those concerns were transferred to the 
bowling green where they have only won two matches 
all season and currently lag 27 points off safety with a 
points total of 27. It would be a huge about-face to 
turn their season around now and thoughts must 
already be turning to next season both on and off the 
green. Meltham B feature greatly in the relegation 
battle but being in that group of seven teams within 7 
points of that second relegation spot it only takes a 
couple of good results to change the outlook 
completely and Meltham are certainly capable of that 
looking at their victims to date which include the A 
teams from Brockholes, New Mill and Broad Oak.  

SECTION 3 

 

My beginning of season tips for Paddock I&C and 
Bradley & Colne to take the promotion places in 
Section 3 is working out nicely and would have been 
absolutely nailed on if Bradley & Colne hadn’t 
suffered a six-point penalty for playing an ineligible 
bowler. They have recovered from that to reorganise 
their challenge for top place although Paddock 
continue to hold a six point lead at the half-way point. 
A 7-match winning start to the season set Paddock well 
and truly on their way and ironically the final week of 
the season will see the two current leaders meet again 
when Paddock will expect to make home advantage 
pay. Bradley & Colne will hope to have closed that gap 
by then but will be wary of third in the table 
Slaithwaite who trounced them 9-0 in May. Slaithwaite 
seem to another of those teams that share out games 
amongst a team squad which means that you are not 
always playing your best team. This in turn makes it 
very difficult to challenge for honours and may be the 

undoing of Slaithwaite’s hopes and aspirations but they 
are clearly a team on the up. 

Lindley Lib B have won their last four games to recover 
from losing the previous four but they are still 
achieving above (my) expectations comfortably in 
fourth spot and will be well satisfied with their highest 
position for several years. Lindley Lib B lead a cluster 
of five mid-table teams separated by six points and all 
have the potential or liability to go up or down. None 
more so than Brockholes B who won their first six 
games to lead the Section but then lost the next five 
to undo all that good work and plummet down the 
table. If you lose all your outstanding games then not 
even a 20-point cushion is going to save you so they 
need to start winning soon or they will be returning to 
the Section they have just left. Can’t see that 
happening but sometimes it seems that another win is 
never going to happen and confidence is drained and 
the fall continues. 

Also in that mid-table quintet sits Almondbury Lib who 
are not used to not being in a top or bottom tussle for 
success or relief. Having been promoted or relegated 
in each of the previous six seasons it leaves them with 
a sense of numbness in not being in the spotlight once 
again so they might just have a spurt or a nose-dive 
just to retain an interest for the remainder of the 
season. Strange times for our original yo-yo team. 
Springwood’s end of season finishing position has a 
sense of pattern about it over the last three years – 3rd, 
6th and then 9th last year. To keep that sequence going 
they should finish 12th this year but don’t seem to have 
any urge to fit in as they sit mid-table but I guess that 
there is time yet.  

Holmfirth A have won more games than the four teams 
immediately above them but never seem to win big and 
claim the extra points as a result. Whilst that trend 
continues they are more likely to go up than down so I 
would expect them to pick up enough points to stay 
out of trouble but also avoid any sudden upward 
movement. Golcar Lib B are having a steady season 
and currently sit one place below last year’s finishing 
position of eighth so will be disappointed not to have 
continued their previous steady progression up the 
ranks, maybe this is the limit and correct level for this 
team.   

Fifth place in last season’s Section 4 table was good 
enough to get Outlane promoted due to the league 
reorganisation and as the lowest rated team at the 
start of the season any place outside the relegation 
places will be regarded as success. That is currently 
the case but with only one win in their last six fixtures 
maybe they are starting to feel the strain a little and 
they will certainly learn something about themselves 
over the coming weeks. I would expect them to have 
to break their run of no away wins to ensure that 
survival is within their grasp and that opportunity may 
well come this month when they visit bottom of the 
league Primrose Hill Lib A. Failure to capitalise on that 
would send out the warning signs and I would start to 
be concerned even though they were my tip for 
relegation at the start of the season.  

Primrose Hill Lib A seem to be in a downward spiral 
after a bottom place relegation from Section 2 last 

  Pl W L Pts

1 Paddock I & C 11 9 2 69

2 Bradley & Colne 11 8 3 63

3 Slaithwaite 11 8 3 61

4 Lindley Lib. B 11 6 5 56

5 Brockholes B 11 6 5 52

6 Almondbury Lib. 11 4 7 51

7 Springwood 11 5 6 50

8 Holmfirth A 11 7 4 50

9 Golcar Lib B 11 5 6 45

10 Outlane 11 4 7 38

11 Almondbury B.C. B 11 3 8 32

12 Primrose Hill Lib A 11 1 10 27



year and 12 points from safety already the omens are 
not good with only one win all season. Almondbury BC 
B started the season with six straight defeats but three 
wins from their last five fixtures has ignited hope of a 
second-half revival and escape from the ultimate drop 
into Section 4. 

SECTION 4 

 

Lowerhouses are on track for back-to-back 
promotions, maybe even back-to-back title winners as 
they start the second half of the season with an eight 
point lead over Marsh Utd B. Only two defeats to date 
and both by the minimal 4-5 scoreline sees last year’s 
runaway Section 5 Champions setting a robust pace. 
Central to that is their great home record which saw 
the end of a 21 game run when Marsh Utd B beat them 
in May. Only Canalside have beaten Marsh Utd B since 
the opening day of the season and they continue to be 
the major threat especially with the only unbeaten 
home record in the Section now. After a couple of early 
defeats Canalside are on a run of 7 wins from 8 games 
and with Lowerhouses the next visitors things are 
warming up. Unfortunately for Canalside it is still not 
clear where they will be playing their home games with 
the imminent closure of the clubhouse and access to 
all parts at Canalside from the end of June. This could 
seriously disrupt the challenge that they have been 
building up and can only have a negative impact on 
their aspirations. 

Ravensknowle Park reckon that they have the best 
park green in the League and it is certainly suiting 
them with a 5-1 win home record this year which 
includes two 9-0 wins which has helped them up to 
fourth place in the half-way league table. Surprisingly 
that one blemish on their record was inflicted by lowly 
Elland C&BC B. Denby Dale have already beaten the 
top three teams in the Section as well as the bottom 
four so what are they doing in only holding down fifth 
place? Answers on a postcard to …. 

Thongsbridge B sit in sixth place but are nearer the 
bottom than the top although three wins from their 
last four games will give them hope of better times 
ahead. However July will be a difficult month for them 
as they play the top three teams and cannot expect to 
gather too many points over that period and trust that 
they can rediscover their touch at the month end. Does 
that sound too negative? Okay let’s put a positive slant 
on that statement. Thongsbridge B have a great 
opportunity to reduce the gap and force their way into 
the top three when they face that same three teams 
during the month of July, two of them at home. That 
better? 

Netherton Con B have lost their last four games and 
collected only eight points in the process but with an 
easier set of fixtures looming during July will need to 
harvest a few points to ensure that they don’t get 
dragged into the relegation battle. New Mill B’s last 
three fixtures are against the three teams currently 
holding down the 1 to 3 slots in the table so they will 
need to ensure that they collect sufficient points 
before then to avoid a nightmare conclusion to their 
season. They have already beaten the four teams 
below them albeit three of those games were at home. 
Things could quickly go belly-up for the team who only 
gained promotion to this level through last season’s 
reorganisation as did Elland C&BC B and the Rugby Club. 

Elland have only won three games so far but two of 
those were against top half teams so the potential is 
there to drive higher but can they do it when it really 
matters against teams in a similar situation to 
themselves? The Rugby Club are in an even worse 
situation currently sitting in bottom place but only six 
points off safety. Critically, of the games against the 
four teams directly above them, three are at home so 
their destiny is in their own hands.  

Meltham C and Milnsbridge B are well and truly in the 
relegation mix but not without a glimmer of hope for 
both. Milnsbridge have won their last two games whilst 
the Meltham side book-ended a bad run of six matches 
with an encouraging couple of results at the turn. It is 
so close at the bottom with nine points separating the 
lowest six teams that it is possible for any one of them 
to put a good run together and exit the relegation fight 
altogether. 

SECTION 5 

 

The final Section review covers Section 5 with three 
new teams who all feature in the top half of the half-
way table. Most prominent of those is Kirkheaton Con 
B who haven’t lost since the opening day of the season 
when they lost 2-7 at Lindley BC B and those ten 
consecutive wins since then has secured them second 
place behind their opening day opponents. Lindley BC 
B have also only lost one game all season and that 
came at another new boys with a 4-5 reversal at 
Hemplow B. So the second meeting of these two is 
going to have a big say on how the season pans out but 
it certainly looks as if both teams are well on course 
for promotion.  

Marsh Lib are in their first season in the 10-Man League 
after their initial experience in the 6-Man League and 
third place is testimony to their consistency having 
only lost to the top two teams and crucially both away 

  Pl W L Pts

1 Lowerhouses 11 9 2 71

2 Marsh United B 11 9 2 63

3 Canalside 11 8 3 59

4 Ravensknowle Park A 11 8 3 58

5 Denby Dale 11 7 4 55

6 Thongsbridge B 11 5 6 47

7 Netherton Con. B 11 5 6 44

8 New Mill B 11 4 7 43

9 Elland C & BC B 11 3 8 42

10 Milnsbridge B 11 3 8 40

11 Meltham C 11 3 8 37

12 Huddersfield RUBC 11 2 9 35

  Pl W L Pts

1 Lindley B.C. B 11 10 1 75

2 Kirkheaton Con. B 11 10 1 70

3 Marsh Lib 11 9 2 62

4 David Brown Sports 11 6 5 52

5 Hemplow B 11 6 5 49

6 Holmfirth B 11 5 6 46

7 Greenhead Park 11 4 7 43

8 Dalton 11 4 7 42

9 Primrose Hill Lib. B 11 3 8 41

10 Kirkheaton C & BC B 11 3 8 40

11 Ravensknowle Park B 11 3 8 39

12 Broad Oak B 11 3 8 35



from home. With the two leaders still to travel to play 
Marsh Lib they are clearly going to have a big say in 
where the honours go and it wouldn’t be a surprise if 
they won both those matches to put themselves well 
in contention for promotion themselves as they 
currently sit 8 points off a promotion spot. With the 
top two singles bowlers in the Section they are 
obviously going to remain a real threat to the two 
leaders and have the potential to turn the situation to 
their advantage. 

David Brown Sports was the most popular Fantasy 
League Section 5 selection but they are struggling to 
live up to that billing. With half of their six wins being 
by the minimum 5-4 scoreline they find themselves off 
the pace in fourth place but 18 points from a 
promotion spot. Hemplow B were the final new team 
and they have settled well at this level without setting 
the world alight and will look to improve on their 
steady start to their first season. The only side to beat 
leaders Lindley BC B shows their potential but to follow 
that up with home defeats by Ravensknowle Park B and 
David Brown Sports is frustrating and ultimately 
responsible for tan increasingly likely mid-table finish. 

After losing their first three matches of the season 
Holmfirth B settled to record some notable wins and 
move comfortably into mid-table where they are likely 
to remain. Only one home defeat to date and with the 
top two both to visit in the second half of the season 
it will be interesting to note any improvement which is 
more likely to feature for them next season rather than 
this.  

Greenhead Park have seen their fortunes drop each of 
the last five seasons as they manage to finish a place 
lower each time in the bottom Section than they did 
the year before but not this year. A ninth place finish 
last year has led to seventh place so far this time with 
a real target to aim for now. Any improvement in their 
away form would certainly help reaching that target 
and they need to add to that solitary win on their 
travels to look forward to brighter times and and a step 
up from last year. That win came at Dalton who, after 
a promising opening few weeks capitulated and are 
currently on a run of five defeats and in danger of 
dropping further now being one of the bottom six 
teams who are only separated by eight points. Their 
record of being the only team in the Section without 
an away win will need to be addressed as well if 
thoughts are to turn upwards rather than downwards 
in the coming weeks. 

Primrose Hill Lib B had a good finish to the 2018 
season with five straight home wins and whilst not 
continuing that level of results have built on that this 
time around. It is really tight in the bottom half and 
Pip Hill, despite being in ninth place, are only six 
points from the foot of the table.  Same goes for 
Kirkheaton C&BC B who are one of the bottom four 
teams who all have a 3-8 win record to date so games 
between these four will be key in determining final 
placings but being the team in the bottom half with 
the best ‘Aggregate For’ record there is definitely hope 
of better times ahead.  

Ravensknowle Park B have finished bottom of the 
bottom Section for the past two years and any 

movement on that front would rate as progress and 
they are starting to see that this season. Four points 
ahead of bottom place and their first away wins for 
more than 12 months are positive pointers which will 
encourage them to even better achievements from 
here on. It has been a really disappointing season so 
far for Broad Oak B after relegation the previous year 
and seemingly no real appetite at this level. However 
good away wins at Dalton and Ravensknowle Park are 
an indicator to the level they could be playing at on a 
regular basis and with the points difference so tight in 
the bottom half anything is possible and Broad Oak are 
clearly having a relegation hangover which can be 
cured, like any other hangover, by some fresh air and 
a bit of sun on their backs.  

FREE ADVERTISING 

IN THE NEWSLETTER 

We are now offering all members FREE Classified 
Advertisements in the monthly newsletter. This 
service is for members of our League only and 
applies to individuals and clubs.  

A free Classified Ad can be no more than 20 words 
excluding contact details. Just go to the ‘Contact 
Us’ page on the HDVBA website to forward your 
advertisement. It can be used to promote a social 
function, sell your woods or your house or home-
made jam.  Or maybe you just want to say thank 
you to somebody or everybody about anything.  

If you need more than 16 words then consider the 
options for a bigger advertisement as below with 
rates starting from around £3.85 per month for a 

quarter-page advertisement. 

Having been approached about providing some 
advertising space in the monthly newsletter we 
are now making available quarter-page adverts 
for just £5 per issue. It gets even cheaper for 
longer term commitments (6 months £25, 12 
months £45). Whether you want to advertise your 
business, bowls or house for sale, birthday 
celebrations or just to say thank you for anything 
then get in touch we will be delighted to hear 
from you. Full details on the back page of this 
newsletter. 

ADVERTISING RATES 

SIZE MONTHS COST 

Quarter-Page 1 £5 

 6 £25 

 12 £45 

Half-Page 1 £10 

 6 £45 

 12 £75 

Full-Page 1 £20 

 6 £90 

 12 £150 

Closing date to get your free or paid for 
advertisement in the next issue of the newsletter 
is Friday 26 July. 


