
HUDDERSFIELD SENIORS MIXED WINTER BOWLING LEAGUE (HSMWBL) 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING (1) 

Record of a Telephone Conference Call meeting  

held at 10.00 am on Monday 27 July 2020 

 

INVOLVED:  Mike Ralph (Springwood) 

Jeff Jacklin (Kirkheaton Con) 

 Bob Haigh (Huddersfield Recreation Club) 

Michelle Booth (Lowerhouses) 

Glynis Philbin (Lindley BC) 

  

 

1. NOTES OF A MEETING  

1.1 As this was the first meeting of the new Management Committee there 

were no previous meeting records to review. Members looked back at the 

notes of the General Meeting of all clubs held on 17 July 2020 and 

provided updates as known. 

1.2 (2.1) Members considered the next steps following the HDVBA refusal to 

even put before their member clubs a properly presented call for a Special 

General Meeting to consider a documented proposed rule change. It was 

decided to take this matter no further with more important matters to 

address than ‘going to war’ with an organisation they no longer wished to 

be part of. The feeling was that should things alter later then this decision 

could be reviewed then. 

1.3 (5.1) The change to the Match Play Rule 3 had been circulated to 

members and was accepted. 

1.4 (5.2) The initial decision to run with the HDVBA Bye-Laws with the new set 

of League Rules supporting them was reconsidered. Members preference 

was to establish their full set of own rules. JJ offered to draft a complete 

set of League Rules to incorporate the relevant HDVBA Bye-Laws as a 

starting point.  ACTION: JJ  

  

2. FINANCE 

2.1 It was agreed that the League should have its own bank account. It was 

decided that the Treasurer would select the bank to be used and he 

indicated that he would for convenience sake open an account with his 

current banker, First Direct.  ACTION: BH 

2.2 Discussion moved to the logistics of having a new account with 

authorisation of access considered. It was agreed that there should be two 

signatories and these would be Bob Haigh and Glynis Philbin. With the 

intent to use internet banking as a preference then a single signatory only 

would be required for any transaction.  

2.3 Banks are not keen on accounts with abbreviated names. HSMWBL would 

almost certainly not be acceptable to them. With the League having a 

really long title which would be difficult for anyone to add to the space on a 



cheque it was agreed that a shorter account name could be used. This to 

be the ‘Huddersfield Mixed Winter League’.  

 

3. LEAGUE STRUCTURE 

3.1 With 14 teams entered for the first season it was agreed that two divisions 

of 7 teams in each would be established. This sat comfortably with the 

BCGBA guidance of gatherings of no more than 30 people being allowed 

on and around the green. With 6 teams playing on each green every week 

this provided for a total of 24 bowlers at each venue. 

3.2 It was decided that the two division’s names would assume the initial of 

the host club. Therefore Division M would be based at Milnsbridge with 

Division S at Springwood. 

The criteria used to determine which teams went into which division is: 
      - Hosting clubs to play on their home green 
      - Separate teams from the same club 
      - Split based on location/travellign distance 
Playing strength was not taken into account as no bowlers had been 
registered with any team at this time. 

3.3 The two divisions were then created and will be comprised of the following 

teams: 

Division M: Milnsbridge, Huddersfield Recreation Club B, Lowerhouses A, 

Meltham, Thorpe Green, Lindley BC and Dalton. 

Division S: Springwood, Huddersfield Recreation Club A, Lowerhouses B, 

Denby Dale, Kirkheaton Con, Rastrick and Clayton West. 

3.4 It was agreed that the first season should see each team play their division 

opponents twice in a season taking the total of matches each team would 

play to 12. That would take a total of 14 weeks.  

3.5 Upon completion of the division fixtures the top team in each division 

would play-off for the Championship. 

3.6 Further play-off matches involving the same placed teams in each division 

would also be held. So the 2nd placed team in Division M would play 2nd in 

Division S etc. 

3.7 The host club would always rule on the state of the green and would have 

sole rights to determine whether it was playable or not. Any club not 

playing a match when the green has been deemed playable will forfeit all 

the points to their opponent. 

3.8 It was agreed that Bowlsnet is to be used for fixtures, results, tables and 

bowler averages. The annual licence cost for a League of our size is £10. 

ACTION: JJ  

3.9 It was agreed that the provisional start date for the season will be Tuesday 

6 October 2020. 

 

4. WEBSITE 

4.1 Members accepted a suggestion that a new website be established in the 

League’s name. JJ indicated that he could use the service already 

provided to the HDVBA but now no longer in use. This would make a 

considerable saving on web-development, website editing software 



licences, domain name and hosting costs. Using this approach will mean 

that no charges will be encountered until February 2021.  ACTION: JJ 

4.2 JJ assured members that the domain name www.hdvba.co.uk is registered 

with Oxter Services Limited and not with the HDVBA so would avoid any 

rights challenges. HDVBA had never, in the 7 years of their website being 

live, contributed to the charges incurred. Oxter Services is owned by JJ. 

 

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

5.1 JJ provided an update as regards the John Hoyle Cup. Previously it had 

been hoped that the John Hoyle Cup would be a fitting award for the 

winners of the League. However with the decision made by the HDVBA to 

not allow the Winter League to operate under its umbrella organisation that 

has changed. With John's involvement in the HDVBA both as General 

Secretary and President, the wish of the Hoyle family is quite 

understandably that the trophy goes to that competition. 

5.2 An alternative suggestion was made that a new trophy be introduced to be 

awarded to the winners of the Play-Off Final between the two division 

winners. Donations would be invited from the local bowling community to 

help fund this trophy which would become known as the Founder’s Cup or 

Founder’s Trophy. This was welcomed by members.   ACTION: JJ 

5.3 It is hoped that circumstances will permit to enable the next meeting of the 

Management Committee to be held face-to-face. It was agreed that the 

date for the next meeting will be Monday 24 August at 10.00 am and it is 

hoped to hold this meeting at Milnsbridge B.C. MR offered to contact 

Milnsbridge B.C. to check availability.  ACTION: MR 

 

 

The was no further business so the meeting closed at 11:20am. 

 

Next Meeting:  10.00am Monday 24 August 2020 at Milnsbridge B.C. (to 

be confirmed) 

 

 

 


